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U= either a pruning knife or secateurs for pruning. 
* Keep the blade very sharp, for clean cuts heal quicker 
and there is leas risk of the shoot dying back. You will 
need a small saw for large trees, also a pot of white lead 
Paint for covering large cut surfaces. For cane fruits 
you will need raffia or fillis (soft string) for tying them to 
_ the wires to which they are trained. 


BLACEBERRIES, LOGANBERRIES AND SIMILAR 
; BERRIES 

The canes of thes= are either tied to wires or trained up 
poles. -During the summer, to prevent damage, tie m 
loosely all young shoots growing from the base of the 
plant. After the crop has been gathered, remove the 
airings holding the plants to the wires, and cut down to 
ground level all cames that have fruited, as these will not 
crop again. Thin out all weak young shoots, or any 
showing purplish spots (Cane Spot), on the stems about a 
quarter of an inch in size or larger, usually near the ground. 
Keep about six ar eight of the strongest shoots and tie 
them to the wires. 


RASPBERRIES 

Most varieties are summer fruiting. These are grown in 
tows, with the canes tied to wires. During summer, cut 
out weak new shoots and those growing too far away from 
the wires, but leave five or six of the strongest growths 
from each plant. After fruiting, cut down to ground level 
all old-canes, you can easily tell them for they bear the 
remains of the fruit stalks and are darker and tougher 
than the new growths. Tie the new canes to the wire, 
five to six inches apart. In March in the South—about a 
fortnight later in the North—tp these canes to a uniform 
height of 44 to 5 feet. 


BLACK CURRANTS 
Prune black currants as soon as possikle after the fruit 


has been gathered. As new-shoots bear better fruit than 
old, cut down to ground level as many of the oldest 


ee 


Branches (which may be tro or threas years old) as the 
young shoots can replace. If there are not enough 
young shoots growing from ground level cut back some 
of the old branches te a young growth as low down the 
stem as possible, 


RED CURRANTS 


These are grown <8 bushes or, occasionally, as cordons. 
They bear fruit om short spurs on the older shoots. In 
winter pruning sherten all side shoots to three of four 
buds. Cut back the main branches to an outside bud, 
leaving about six imches of new growth each year. 

GOOSEBERRIES 
Goosgeberries are mostly grown as bushes, occasionally 
af cordons. Unpruned bushes give crops. of small berries 
rather difficult to pick. Pruning improves size and makes 
picking easier. Thin out badly-placed shoots in the 
centre to leave it cpen. Cut back new growth at the end 
of the maim branches to a bud pointng outwards about 
half way down. 


More severe pruning is necessary to produce large dessert 
qeogeberries. In addition to the pruning already 
described, cut back all side shoots, leaving a short spur 
wit two or three buds. Remove any sappy shoots 
(water shoots) growing out generally at the base of the 
main branches. 

Prune usually in winter, but in districts woaere birds peck 
out the bude, leave it until spring. 


PLUMS AND DAMSONS—BUSH AND STANDARDS 


Unless absolutely necessary, do not prone stone fruits, 
owing to the tendency to “ qum " and the danger of disease. 
Prune plums and damsons in late spring of early summer, 
sawing out any diseased, dead, breken or, rubbing 
branches. “ Dead" branches should be cut back to 
healthy wood, that is, wood showing no brown stain. 

In removing large branches take off close te the main 


branch. A few cuts of the saw are made on the underside 
of the branch, to prevent damage by the bark being 
sivipped off when the branch falls. To speed the natural 
healing process, pare the cut surface with a sharp pruning 
knife, and paint with white lead paint to seal the wound 
against the entry of disease. This painting is very im- 
portant with stone fruits and should be done immediately 
the wound is made. 


CHERRIES 
Treat standard cherry trees as you would pluma. 


APPLES AND PEARS 


Before beginning to prune you noast look for two kinds of 
shoots. “Leader” shoots are the maim shoot growths 
that extend the branches. “ Laterals " are the side shoots 
that grow out from the branches. You must also be careful 
to distinguish between “wood buds" that form leafy 
shoots and “fruit buds ™" that form blossom (see Figs. 1, 
Zand 3). The wood buds in apples anc pears are thin 
and pointed (see B and C, Fig. 1), while the fruit buds are 
Plump and round and usually formed on short spurs close 
to the branch (see A, Fig. 3). Sometimes fruit buds develop 
along the shoot, or with “tip bearing " apples,on the end 
of. short laterals. 


Winter Pruning 

Prune as soon as the leaves fall in autumn or at any time 
when the tree is dormant. Cordons, espaliers and dwarf 
bush trees are pruned. by cutting back all laterals to three 
or four buds (see Figs. 1 and 2), and shortening the leaders 
to leave two-thirds of the current seasons growth, the cut 
Being made just above an outside bud (see Fig. 4). 

Prune old standard trees by sawing out all over-crowded 
and crossing branches, especially to open the centre of 
the tree so that sunlight can get to all parts of the branches. 
All dead and diseased branches or wood should be cut 
out. The way to remove large branches is deecribed 
umder ** Phome and Dameones."' 
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Summer Pruning 
Espaliers and cordens may be summer prored by shorten- 
ing back the laterals to leave shoots with fire or six leaves. 
De not shorten the leaders. The time for pruning varies 
with district and season. In the south, pears are generally 
ready about the middle of July and apples about a fortnight 
later. 

NEGLECTED FRUIT TREES 
You must be carefcl in pruning neglected apple and pear 
trees and bushes. Do not remove tec much grewth in 
any One year. 
If the tree is growing freely, there is usually a tangle of 
branches that bear few fruit buds except at their tips. 
The pruner should shorten all tall branches which cannot 
be sprayed ot from which the fruit cannot readily be 
picked. Any crossing or badly-placed branches and 
those dead and diseased should also be removed. Fimally, 
if the tree is still too thick—remove more branches to 
open the centre to the gun. In later years the “ lateral "' 
shoots can be shortened back when necessary. (Figs. 1 
amd 2). 
Neglected trees in a starved condition will have almost 
ceased to make new shoots ; instead the branches will 
bear numerous spurs with weak fruit buds. In pruning 
remove alternate gpurs. The tree should be given 4 
dressing of nitrogenous fertiliser—such as sulphate of 
ammonia—at the rate of 2-2 of. per sq. yd. of the area 
accupied by the roosts. 
THE PRUNINGS OF ALL FRUITS MAY CON- 
TAIN DISEASE AND HARBOUR PESTS 50 
IT & WBE TO COLLECT AND BURN. 
THE ASH CONTAINS POTASH AND IS & 
VALUABLE DRESSING FOR FRUIT TREES. 








PRUNING TO MAKE FRUITING SPURS 


PRUME HERE 27" TEAR 


Lateral shoot with beds 
1 at A, Band CC. Frome 
~ jaa beyond Cc, 


2 fame shoot after pric. 


Mext season. FPruiting 
3 Band C produce growths. 
| in ihe autumm these ere 

pruned as indicated. 
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